BAMFORD PARISH MEETING

The Bamford Annual Parish Meeting took place in the Moore Hall, Bamford at 7.30pm on 23 March 2026 with Cllr Ginny Priestley, Chair of Bamford with Thornhill Parish Council, in the chair. Parish Cllrs Mike Bell, Senara Foster, Andy Furley, Dorothea Kleine, Michele Moran and Annette Nordhausen Scholes were present, and 6 other Bamford electors attended.	
Apologies for absence were recorded from Parish Cllrs Bryan Davies and Suzanne Gillott.

Chair’s report Cllr Priestley reported that:
Over the year we had two resignations: Cllr Ian Wingfield in September as a result of him moving away, and in October Cllr Tracy Gollins. Then in November we were pleased to welcome two new co-optees into vacant seats on the Council, Olivia Bateson and Suzanne Gillott.

At the AGM in May, Cllr Ginny Priestley was elected as its Chair for the forthcoming year, with Cllr Annette Nordhausen Scholes as Vice-chair.

The Amenities Committee continues to meet on a quarterly basis or more frequently if required; the committee is made up of councillors Bell, Davies, Priestley with Cllr Nordhausen Scoles as Chair.

It was decided that, from now on, we shall, as some other Councils do, display Councillor meeting-attendance records on our website.

The website bamfordvillage.co.uk became ownerless, following the death of its principal architect. It had existed for some years and, as the site was still live, the Parish Council arranged for the website’s hosting company to transfer it to the Parish Council. Now under the new ownership, any village group or organisation which would now like to be included should please get in touch with the Parish Council and we will arrange that.  

It was agreed that the annual rent for a Parish Council allotment plot will be increased, from 1 November 2026, from £50 to £60. This will be the first increase since the current price was set in 2022. 

Sheffield College students were given a brief by the Parish Council for improving the appearance of The Green. The results were discussed as part of a working group and formed ideas of how we can improve our Village Green for both parishioners and visitors, making it a more welcoming space. We awarded certificates (and vouchers to buy art materials) to the students in the group which had been judged to have produced the best idea. It was agreed to get the stone stoops cleaned, and also to investigate (i) installing a more suitable surface, (ii) buying new planters for the perimeter and (iii) creating a fixed canopy around the central tree, to give some shelter for those using the seats there, and explore how subtle lighting could be used. However since receiving the triennial tree inspector’s report, we are now awaiting the results of the work that that report states is necessary to be carried out, before making any additional plans. 

The Council has its trees on The Green and Coronation Gardens professionally inspected triennially. This year’s inspection has shown that, on The Green, the southernmost tree should be felled because of severe internal decay and that the northernmost tree needs appreciable pruning. The Council decided to accept these recommendations, with great regret about felling, and a tree surgeon has been appointed to carry out the work.

The public toilet on Main Rd is operated by High Peak Borough Council (HPBC). It was decided to seek an exploratory discussion with HPBC, in light of the planned abolition of HPBC in 2028, as to whether a change of ownership of the toilets might be sensible, in order to safeguard their future. The Parish Council has an open mind as to what might come out of such a discussion.

[bookmark: _Hlk207712403]Quite a few nearby villages have ‘gateways’ as you enter them (not an actual gate across the road, but roadside structures intended to create the impression that you are entering somewhere). The Council felt that this subliminal message is likely to slow motorists down a little and that therefore Bamford should seek to install ‘gateways’ at the top and bottom of the village. The first steps towards achieving that were agreed; there will be more news in due course as to what is intended, as details become clearer. 				   

The Amenities Committee met at the Ashopton Rd allotments site to discuss the need for a working-party (including allotment plot holders if possible) to conduct a tidy-up of the area below the allotments, with the possibility of then planting village fruit trees in the near future, and to make pathway improvements, cut back the perimeters of the blackthorn bushes,  reduce brambles on the ground around the blackthorn bushes, remove various items of plastic waste lying on the site, and remove rubbish wrongly dumped on composting heaps.

Re the 2 bus-shelters which had been demolished by road traffic accidents, we continue to follow up with DCC the many requests for new shelter installation to be carried out, as only they can arrange this.

The Council’s accounts for the financial year ending 31 March are expected to show a small surplus.

After an approach from Bamford Carnival, it was agreed to purchase new bunting for the village, on the basis of the Carnival committee then reimbursing the Council for 50% of the cost. 	

Hathersage Scouts (some of whose members live in Bamford) had asked us for a contribution towards the cost of building their new scout hut. It was decided to grant them £750.	
	   
We sought contractor quotations to undertake verge cutting; this was carried out in addition to that already done by the County Council who are now doing fewer cuts. Parts of Hope Rd and Ashopton Rd were cut to keep the public footpaths clear.

It was decided to contribute £1,468 towards Derbyshire Police’s proposal for extra roadside cameras to achieve improvement in Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) coverage in the Hope Valley. We understand these are now in place and are proving very helpful in assisting the apprehending of criminals traveling across and operating in our area.

Additional double-yellow lines at Bamford Bakery and at Quaint Corner have been installed, for road-safety reasons in both cases. These resulted from a request made by the Parish Council as long ago as 2017. It was decided to ask DCC’s Parking wardens for enforcement visits. 

We spent some time discussing the detail of the County Council’s Hope Valley Active Travel Masterplan public consultation, which was based on an external consultant’s report commissioned by DCC. That report includes a list of suggested improvements to our roads and other rights of way here but, while a few of these would probably be useful improvements, a rather larger proportion of the ideas on the list did not appear useful or sensible (they appeared to have been written by someone who had never set foot here!). A response to DCC was compiled, expressing disappointment at the poor quality of the report, together with our detailed comments on each of the suggested ideas in it. As we understand that DCC has no funds to implement the report’s proposals, it now appears that it might be some time before we hear more.

Noise from groups of motorbikes continues to produce complaints from residents, and the Parish Council has debated possible ways to tackle the issue. Two Police officers attended a meeting and described at length the approach being taken by Derbyshire Police to reduce unacceptable behaviour by groups of motorcyclists. We shall continue to maintain the pressure on the Police regarding this and be monitoring the issue closely.  Residents are urged to report dangerous/inconsiderate motor driving in our village direct to the Police. It was decided to seek consent from DCC Highways to install roadside signs on the A6013 to discourage excessive motorcycle noise. 	       

Responsibility for public transport coordination in Derbyshire transferred in February from the County Council to the East Midlands Mayor. We responded to the Mayor’s Transport Plan consultation, that the Plan appears to be overly about transport in towns and cities, and that more focus is needed on rural transport needs, along with cooperation with South Yorkshire regarding cross-border public transport. 

Much of the December meeting was devoted to an extended discussion of the Peak District National Park Authority’s proposals for its new Local Plan – which is the document which contains all the rules against which every Planning application, large or small, is judged by them. Several comments on the details of this were agreed and submitted to PDNPA.

The Parish Council comments on all planning applications made in our area; these include applications to Peak Park for building work, extensions, and variations to the conditions imposed when planning was granted. We also get notice of events coming into our area and the opportunity to comment on these. High Peak Borough Council consults the Parish Council regarding any licence applications to sell alcohol. 

It was agreed to request the Peak District National Park Authority to designate the following locations as Local Green Spaces in their forthcoming revised Local Plan: Bamford with Thornhill Recreation Ground, Sickleholme Golf Club, the Parish Council’s fields off Joan Lane and Old Ashopton Rd, St John’s church graveyard, the Catholic church graveyard and Thornhill Methodist graveyard. If PDNPA agree, this will give these locations a degree of extra protection within the Planning system against being built upon at some point in the future. 						       
  
High Peak’s MP Jon Pearce attended the April meeting and spoke on topics including (i) forthcoming local government reorganisation, (ii) managing tourism pressures in the Hope Valley, (iii) the need for better and more reliable public transport, (iv) traffic speeding & noise and (v) changes to national taxation & benefits. He was challenged by the meeting about his previously expressed view that High Peak should become part of Greater Manchester; he indicated that it is no longer his view.

The council were pleased to support a local student at Hope Valley College in their pursuit of a Duke of Edinburgh Award; this involved creating 2 new flower-beds at the end of West Lees Road.

Cllr Priestley has attended joint meetings of Hope Valley Parish Councils where managing tourism pressures were discussed; it was agreed that a letter be sent to the East Midlands Mayor requesting funds towards improved visitor management.

Central government issued a consultation on the various options for local government reorganisation in Derbyshire, which will abolish both the county and borough councils in 2028, replacing them with one tier of local government. It was agreed to respond that to split Derbyshire north/south (with a unitary council for each half) is preferred to a single unitary council for the whole of Derbyshire.  	       

Our Parish Handyman continues to carry out valuable work for the council. In addition to general maintenance, recent projects carried out are the cleaning of the stone stoops around the village green and the rubbing down and painting of the rails around the Memorial.
   
The Parish Council has continued to apply for the road closure to facilitate the Remembrance service in November.

Speedwatch continues, but due to ill health there have been fewer sessions this year. This is carried out with the support of the Parish Council and more volunteers would be very welcome.

We have welcomed the new owners of what was ‘Country Stores’ and Glenbrook outdoor centre, who attended parish council meetings to explain their business plans for the future.

The quarterly newsletter continues, and we hope that parishioners find this both useful and interesting.

Issues raised from the floor
· Noise from motorcycles - and the type of signs which might deter this
· The speed of traffic – and possible ways to improve enforcement  
· Inappropriate/antisocial parking
· The need for better-designed steps and removal of brambles on the ginnel from West Lees Rd to the Anglers Rest
· The possible scope for using AI

The meeting closed at 8.10pm. 

Minutes taken by Peter Leppard, Parish Clerk

